EDENDERRY UNION. 




RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 12 June 1843;— for, 



A COPY of Memorial and accompanying Papers from the Board of Guar- 
dians of the Edenderry Union, in Ireland, to the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, complaining of certain Acts of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners. 



Whitehall, T. H. MANNERS SUTTON. 

26 June 1843. J 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 27 June. 1843. 



Garicker, Clonard, Ireland, 

Sir, 1 A P ril l8 43- 

I N conformity with the Resolutions of the Edenderry Board of Guardians, under 
the provisions of the Poor Law Act (a copy of which I enclose), I have the 
honour of forwarding a memorial unanimously adopted by the Board, to which 1 
beg to request your speedy attention. An acknowledgment of its receipt will 
much oblige, 

Y ours, & c. 

(signed) J. Ii. Nangle, 

The Rinht Hon. Chairman elect for said Union. 

Sir J. R. G. Graham, Bart. 

&c. &.c. &c. 



At a Meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law Guardians, held upon 
January 8th, 1 842, the following Resolutions were passed : 

Resolved. That the Commissioners haring declared the workhouse to he now 
completed and fit for the reception of paupers, but having at the same time refused 
to allow it to be inspected by an architect employed by the Board ; and further, 
this Board having reason to believe that the original estimate has been greatly- 
exceeded by a sum of at least 1,500 /.,. and that the execution of the work is m 
several respects defective, this Board do refuse voluntarily to take possession of the 
said workhouse, and that this Board do persist in their demand to have the build- 
ing and other works fully and carefully inspected by a competent architect of 
their own selection, in order to obtain from him an authentic record of the actual 
State of the building at the time of its being transferred into the possession of this 

Board. (signed) Richard Grattan. 



Passed, 

(signed) J- II Nangle, _ 

Chairman. 
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CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE 



At a Meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law Guardians, held upon Satur- 
day October 29th, 1 842, the following Resolution was passed : 

Resolved, That our clerk be directed to write to the Commissioners, requesting 
they will refer to the plans, estimates, and specifications for the building of this 
workhouse, amounting to 5,300 /., as well as for the fittings, amounting to 600 /., 
and contingencies, amounting to 51 0 l.; and also to call their attention to the con- 
tract entered into by this Board, under the directions of the Commissioners, with 
Mr. Mulleda for the completing said building according to said contract and 
specifications ; and also to the resolutions passed at this Board on the 3d day of 
September last, when it will appear that the whole sum required under the con- 
tract for building this workhouse, to contain 600 paupers, amounting to the sum 
of 5,300 has been already borrowed and paid to Mr. Mulleda, as well as the 
sum of 600 l., the money required under the head of fittings, and 500 1. for contin- 
gencies ; that it appears therefore to this Board there is only due to said contractor 
the extra charge for fittings and contingencies, amounting to 592/. 16 s. 11 d. 
This Board respectfully submit to the Commissioners that they cannot be called 
upon to pay any extra charge over and above the contract for the building of 
the house, that having been, as before stated, built under contract, according to 
plan and specifications, to contain 600 paupers. That this Board will most wil- 
lingly borrow any further sum for making additions to this poorhouse, whenever 
it is deemed necessary, which however at present does not seem likely to be 
required. And this Board cannot help again calling the attention of the Com- 
missioners to extravagant and wasteful expenditure incurred at this Union through 
the ignorance or neglect of their architect. 

Proposed by J. H. N angle. 

Seconded by M. Williams. 

Passed, 

(signed) E. Wolstenholme , 

Chairman. 



At a Meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law Guardians, held upon Satur- 
day the 3d day of September 1 842, the following Resolution was passed : 

Resolved, That this Board are willing to borrow the sum of 592?. 165. 11^. as 
per annexed schedule (7 C.), to pay for extra charge upon fittings for the gangways, 
the clerk’s salary, and for work done at sundry times, although they consider the 
charge for contingencies allowed in the estimate, amounting to 570 should have 
covered all work coming under the denomination of work done sundry times. 

Proposed by R. Grattan. 

Seconded by M. Flangan. 

Passed, 

(signed) E. Wolstenholme, 

Chairman. 



At a Meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law Guardians, held at the 
Board-room, upon Saturday the 11th March 1843, the following Resolution 
was passed : 

Resolved, That the petition proposed by E. Wolstenholme, esq. be fair copied 
and signed by our chairman on behalf of the Board, and presented to the Houses 
of Lords and Commons. 

Passed, 

(signed) Michael Williams, 

Chairman. 
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At a Meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law Guardians, held upon Satur- ' 
day March 25th, 1 843, the following Resolution was passed : 

Resolved, That as Guardians of the Edenderry Union, we have, since our 
appointment to that office, used every exertion to have the establishment managed 
with as much economy as possible, having due regard to proper regulations and 
the comfort of the paupers. That as Guardians we feel we are responsible to the 
rate-payers for the expen diture of the funds collected from them for the mainten- 
ance of the paupers, and consequently' we feel it our duty to memorialize the 
Secretary of State, Home Office, stating the facts connected with the erection of 
the poorhousein this town, showing the reckless extravagance of the Commissioners 
or the persons employed by them in the building, fittings, &c. &c. of this house; 
and more particularly to state the conduct of the Commissioners in involving this 
Union in law expenses, for the sole purpose of forcing them to borrow' money to pay 
a demand, w hich they do not, because they cannot, attempt to justify. 

That we, therefore, adopt the memorial now proposed by Edward .Wolsten- 
holrne, esq., and request our chairman will sign the same on the part of this Board, 
and forward it to the Secretary for the Home Office, hoping that some means 
will be taken to prevent the Commissioners, either by neglect or otherwise, lend- 
ing themselves to such jobs as the building of this poorhouse appears to have 
been. 

That the guardians view with the utmost regret the conduct of the Commis- 
sioners in endeavouring to evade the law by rescinding their order of the 6th of 
October 1842, while the decision of that order is pending in the Court of Queen’s 
Bench, and making a fresh order to the same purpose. By such conduct we 
hope the Commissioners may not he showing an example which will be too 
quickly followed by the rate-payers when they find the utter inability of their re- 
presentatives to control extravagant and wasteful expenditure. 



Proposed by E. Wolstenholme. 

Seconded by R. Grattan. 

Passed, 

(signed) J. H Nangle, Chairman, 
(A true copy.) 



(signed) J. H. Nangle , 

Chairman elect of the Edenderry Board 
of Guardians. 



The Memorial of the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union, in the King’s 
County, County of Kildare, and County of Meath, 

To the Secretary for the Horne Office, 

Showeth, 

That the Commissioners having attended at Edenderry for the purpose of fix - 
ing on the site for the Edenderry. poorhouse, was attended by some of the Board 
of Guardians, gentlemen well acquainted with the locality. The Commissioners 
having decided upon building the house upon the present site, the Guardians 
represented to him the objections to it, it being well known there would be great 
difficulty in obtaining water ; they at the same time pointed out, at some little dis- 
tance upon the same property, a spot most desirable, where plenty of water could 
be obtained. 

That the Commissioners refused to listen to the remonstrances of the Guardians, 
and built the house upon its present site. 

That great expense has been gone to in sinking wells and making tanks, but 
hitherto without success, and it is necessary to bring the water from the neigh- 
bourhood in water-casks to supply the house. 

That there were no sewers made to carry away the soil from the cesspools, con- 
sequently the effluvia from the overflow of these cesspools was, as reported by the 
medical officer of the house, most injurious to the health of the paupers. 

382. a 2 That 
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That the Commissioners sent the plan of the proposed poorhouse to the Board 
of Guardians. When it was laid before them, they strongly objected to the Eliza- 
bethan plan of building, giving as their reasons for so doing, “ that the best of 
limestone for building, and lime being within a quarter of a mile of the site, a 
plain building of stone and mortar would be erected at a very considerable less 
expense, and that when built it would be kept in repair at one-fourth the cost cf 
the Elizabethan house, and would be more comfortable for the paupers, being 
warmer in winter and cooler in summer.” 

That the Guardians used every argument in their power to dissuade the Com- 
missioners from persevering in the Elizabethan plan without success. 

That the house has consequently cost one-third more than a plain house would 
have done ; that it admits the wet, and is cold and damp. 

That the Commissioners ordered the Board of Guardians to enter into a con- 
tract for building the poorhouse with a man of the name of Stephen Mulleda, for 
the sura of 5,300/., and that the Commissioners ordered the Board to borrow the 
said sum of 5,300/., and a further sum for contingencies and fittings of 1,100/., 
and a sum of 300/. for the purchase of the land. 

That the Board did enter into the contract with said Stephen Mulleda, as 
directed by the Commissioners, and that said Mulleda by his contract entered 
into security for the completing said work by the 1st day of March 1 840, and that 
the building was to be completed, according to the plan and specifications laid 
down by the Commissioners’ architect, for the sum specified in said contract. 

That the poor-house was not completed till the 21st December 1841; notwith- 
standing the constant and repeated remonstrances of the Board of Guardians, who 
stated from time to time to the Commissioners that the building was at a stand 
still, they did not proceed to enforce the completion of the building according to 
the contract. 

That the Board of Guardians took possession of the poorhouse the end of 
December 1841. 

That having contracted for the building of said house, according to plan and esti- 
mate submitted by Commissioners’ architect, and having, by orders of the Com- 
missioners, borrow ed the sum of 6,700/. for the payment of said contract, and the 
other payments required by the Commissioners, the Guardians supposed they had 
performed their duty. 

That upon the 6th October 1 842, the Board of Guardians received an order 
from the Commissioners to borrow a further sum of 1,250/. for the purpose of 
completing said poorhouse. 

That the Board of Guardians having borrowed and paid the full amount for 
completing the poorhouse, according to contract, and knowing said house had 
been completed since December 1841, and that they had been in actual occupation 
thereof since that time, refused to borrow said sum of 1,250/. for completing the 
same. 

That the Commissioners obtained, on the 9th day of November 1842, a condi- 
tional order for a mandamus from the Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland against 
the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union, and your memorialists caused 
affidavits to be filed, showing cause against same. 

That the case was argued in said court upon the 23d day of November last, when 
the court and argument appeared in favour of the Board of Guardians and against 
tlie Commissioners ; but in consequence of the chief justice of said court not being 
upon the Bench, the other judges did not make their final order. 

That upon the last day of last Hilary term counsel moved the order upon this 
case, when the court stated that in consequence of Judge Pennefather, the chief 
justice of said court, not having had time to read over the papers, they would 
defer making any order until the first day of next term. 

That notwithstanding this case was still pending in the Court of Queen’s Bench, 
the Board of Guardians received, on the 4th day of March last, another order 
from the Commissioners, dated the 25th day of February 1843. 

That by this order they rescinded their order of the 6th October 1842, still 
pending before the Court of Queen’s Bench, and made another order to the 
Guardians, to borrow the sum of 1,250/., not, as stated in their former order, to 
complete said building, but as follows : “Whereas the said sum of 6,700/. has 
been so borrowed in pursuance of our said recited order of the 25th day of October 
1839, but we have since ascertained that the said sum is insufficient to defray the 
expenses incurred before the said nth day of December 1841 in the erection of 

said 
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said workhouse, and a further sum of 1,250 1. is required to defray the expenses so 
incurred.” 

That by this further order the Commissioners seek to evade the decision which 
the Court of Queen’s Bench may come to upon their order of 1 ith October 1842, 
now pending in that court. 

That in thus making a new order to the same purpose as the one now pending 
in the Queen’s Bench, and rescinding the order upon which the court have taken 
time to pronounce their decision, the Commissioners are involving the Union in 
law expenses, and by thus seeking to evade the law, are setting an example which, 
if followed by the rate-payers, will cause this hitherto peaceable district to become 
a. scene of agitation and disturbance, the same as has already occurred in other 
Unions in Ireland. 

That the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union have more than once 
pointed out to the Commissioners the extravagant charges (amounting in some 
instances to three and five times the amount paid by these guardians for the same 
work) in the contractor’s account, and have expressed themselves willing and 
ready to pay any amount that may appear to be fairly due for work done, upon 
the contractor’s account having been submitted to an impartial architect, who shall 
have power to examine the buildings, works, &c. and examine the accounts for 
said buildings, &c. &c. and make his report thereon ; but that the Commissioners 
refused to give the Guardians any such opportunity of investigating the accounts 
as to their correctness or honesty. 

That this Board of Guardians do believe there has been some corruption and 
dishonesty somewhere, and it is for that reason alone they have pressed upon the 
Commissioners the necessity of having these accounts investigated by some com- 
petent person on behalf of the Union. 

Your memorialists submit, that they ought not under these circumstances to be 
called upon to pay this 1,250 1., and therefore call upon you to make such ah 
order upon the Commissioners as will stop all further proceedings at law upon 
this second order of 25th February 1843. 



Signed, on behalf of the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union, this 
2d day of April 1843. 



(signed) J. H. Nangle, 

Chairman elect of said Board. 
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